The aerial parts of Inula aschersoniana Janka var. aschersoniana afforded parthenolide, diepoxycostunolide, inusoniolide, chrysosplenol C and four new pseudoguaiane-type sesquiterpenoids. Their structures were determined using spectral methods and relative stereochemistry by NOESY correlations.
The phytochemical investigation of I. aschersoniana Janka var. aschersoniana afforded parthenolide [3] , diepoxycostunolide [2b], inusoniolide [2b], chrysosplenol C [4] and four new pseudoguaiane derivatives (1) (2) (3) (4) . Compounds forming two well defined TLC spots were isolated (samples A and B) by PTLC. The HRESIMS of A displayed a quasimolecular peak at m/z 349. 20085 [M+H] + corresponding to the molecular formula C 20 H 28 O 5 . 1 H and 13 C NMR spectra (Table 1) exhibited the characteristic signals for angeloyloxy and senecioyloxy groups. Further, duplicate signals for one secondary (δ H 1.05/1. 06, d, 7.3 Hz) and one tertiary (δ H 1.13/1.15 s) methyl groups, one exomethylene (δ H 5. 65, 6.24/5.65, 6.25) , and a proton geminal to the ester residue (δ H 5.35/5.40, dd, J 9.0 and 1.5 Hz), all of them in ratio 1:1.5 were observed. Obviously the studied sample A is an inseparable mixture of two esters (1 and 2) of one sesquiterpenoid. Analysis of the COSY spectrum showed the correlations H-3/H-2/H-1/H-10/H-9/H-8/H-7/H-6 and H-10/H-14. Connection of C-3 to C-6 through quaternary carbons C-4 and C-5 was established by HMBC cross-peaks of C-4 (δ C 214.72/214.25) with H-3, H-2' and H-15, and C-5 (δ C 51.15) with H-1, H-2', H-10 and H-15. The position of a COOH group at C-12 was suggested from the lack of corresponding protons and the correlation between C-12 (δ C 171.14) with H-13 and H-13'. Finally, the pseudoguaiane skeleton was confirmed by the 1 H-1 H correlations observed in the TOCSY spectrum of sample A which displays correlations throughout the entire coupling network. The overall analysis of the spectral data of A confirmed the pseudoguaiane structure of 1 and 2 with a C-3 connected ester side chain, C-4 carbonyl and C-12 carboxyl groups. The literature survey revealed that the obtained compounds were 3-acyloxy derivatives of damsinic acid [5a] . The relative configuration of 1 and 2 was determined by NOESY correlations. Assuming, on biogenetic grounds, a β-orientation of the C-7 side chain and NOESY (Table 1) groups, an α-orientation of the C-3 ester residue and a trans-fusion of the 5/7-membered rings in the pseudoguaiane structure. The newly isolated compounds were identified as 3α-angeloyloxy-and 3α-senecioyloxydamsinic acids. It is worthy of note that only eudesmane sesquiterpene acids have been isolated from Inula species so far [5b]. 3 and 4) , the same as sample A. The main difference between A and B in their 1 H NMR spectra is related to the C-7 side chain. Instead of signals for geminal vinyl protons H-13 and H-13', a signal for an olefinic proton appeared as a pair of doublets at δ 8.45/8.46 ppm, with J = 0.9 Hz. The IR absorptions at 1830 and 1580 cm -1 , the presence of a carbonyl function (δ C 173.80) and its -effect on the chemical shift of the olefinic proton confirmed the presence of a cyclopropenone ring. The relative stereochemistry of 3 and 4 was determined from the correlations in NOESY spectrum ( 
